OREGON SOCIETY OF ENROLLED AGENTS

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

May 18, 2009

President Sue Bladorn called the meeting to order and the OrSEA Mission Statement was read. 

In attendance: 5 Officers: Pres, Sue Bladorn; Vice Pres, June Brock; Secretary, Laurel Crenshaw; Treasurer, Shirley Marie Raven, Past Pres., Michael Addington.

Also present were 14 Members and Committee Chairs: Margaret Atchison, Helen Pilgrim, Ira Rosenberg, Caty Giovinco, Barbara Craven, Denise Bean, Kirkwood Donavin, Sue Church, Maddy Gaoiran, Bill Chambers, Susie Gregory, Michael Davidson, Phyllis Wilson, and Dea Williams.

Minutes: Laurel Crenshaw:  The Jan 7, 2009  minutes were handed out and read. 

Ira Rosenberg moved the minutes be accepted as presented. – June Brock seconded. The motion passed.

Treasurers Report and Budget/Audit Report: Shirley Marie Raven (2009): Shirley Marie Raven presented the financial statements.

Budget - The NAEA representation expense went over budget.  Laurel Crenshaw moved to reimburse Sue Bladorn for the full amount she spent at the NAEA Presidents Exchange even though that amount ran over budget, Sue Church seconded. Motion passed.

Susie Gregory asked if the mileage reimbursement was a committee expense or the board expense. Both Sue and Shirley Marie thought it to be a board expense.  Barbara Craven read from the bylaws that it was a board expense.

Other Budget items were discussed. Questions were raised as to what is a committee, convention or board expense? 

Shirley will prepare the next budget from the expenses of each committee and any request from committee chairs.

Denise Bean moved to accept the financial report. Dea Williams seconded. Motion carried.

PRESIDENTS REPORT: Sue Bladorn (2009): 

Sue has a copy of the NAEA financial report, which is attached to the minutes.

NAEA Membership Challenge: NAEA  issued a challenge to all affiliates to increase their membership. The incentive was $1000 for the largest increase and $250 for the smallest to increase. Deadline was March 31, 2009. Oregon had lost and gained members and attained the goal set by NAEA of 201 members. Winners were awarded plaques and checks at the APEX meeting.

NAEA PRESIDENT’S EXCHANGE: Sue traveled to Washington D.C. representing OrSEA and attended the Presidents Exchange  (APEX) held May 8, 2009 and the NAEA Board of Directors meeting held on May 9th.  Sue talked about her experience at the meeting.

A suggestion at the exchange was to use a mentor program. One way is to sit with new members at meetings. Sue suggested that board members each sit with the new members attending this convention.

NAEA has a staff member who goes to each state and checks on licensing.

Sue feels that we need to use NAEA resources and staff more than we have been.  Some items on the NAEA website have been changed and improved.

Sue also attended the NAEA Government Fly-In in D.C. held on May 7th. She met with Ways & Means Committee members. Michael Addington also attended. They met with Congressman Blumenauer and Ron Wyden’s staff members. They talked about the federal regulation of un-enrolled return preparers. Sue handed out a copy of the handout they were given by NAEA.

Sue participates in monthly APEX meetings, a phone forum along with presidents from all over the country. Affiliate issues are discussed.

National Licensing:  Michael Addington – Representative from Oregon Tax Board. Michael wrote a paper, but will rewrite it. He no longer thinks an entry-level license is the thing to do.  He disagrees with NAEA about grand fathering and funding. He feels that it should be revenue neutral. He would like it if OrSEA would endorse the paper but is not asking OrSEA do so.

NAEA is taking a hard line on testing.  They are against grandfathering. Michael feels that if this continues there will be too many preparers put out of work.  NAEA wants to develop a test that is not as rigorous as the EA test but still has three parts.

Discussion followed.  6694 and 6695 that went into effect January 2009 governs all preparers licensed or not or signers or not. Maddy Gaoiran pointed out that Oregon testing does not cover payroll and other entities, so the folks at NATP feel Oregon will be among those who will be tested.

DIRECTOR AND CHAPTER REPORTS: 

North Directors: Dea Williams (2012)/Ira Rosenberg (2013)


Salem Chapter: Dea Williams: 

Dea thanked the Board for helping with the funding problems that had occurred. Capital Chapter is shut down for now. She has closed the bank account. An audit of the books was done and sent to the OrSEA Treasurer. There are simply not enough people showing up to cover expenses.  Those still participating will join with the Metro Chapter.


Metro Chapter: Ira Rosenberg: & Helen Pilgrim: A written report is attached to the official minutes. Membership is growing. Meeting attendance is as high as 27.

They are looking at doing a full day Seminar in October. They are looking at higher-level education and not compete with the other organizations. They have changed from meeting at restaurants to catered meetings and charging a fee. They also included a financial report. Metro has used the proceeds from the seminar to fund quality meetings. 

Central Directors: 


West Director: Denise Bean (2012): No Activity


East Director: Margaret Atchison (2011): No Report. She was busy getting convention finishing touches in order.

South Directors: Phyllis Wilson (2012)/ Sue Church (2011): 


South Chapter: Had its annual seminar in October 2008 at Seven Feathers Convention Center in Canyonville. They had a good turn out. They also held their chapter meeting that day. They will hold their other meeting at this convention. Over 23 are attending this Convention. South will again have their annual seminar at Seven Feathers in October 2009.

At- Large Director: Kirkwood Donavin (2013): Kirkwood was not able to attend. He will give a report at the annual membership meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

COMMUNICATIONS/WEBSITE:


CONSTANT CONTACT –OrSEA Alert: Chair, Laurel Crenshaw:  

284 are signed up for OrSEA Alerts. Metro is using it the most for meeting notices, but only to their own members.  Members can sign up on Metros list if the want to know what is happening in that chapter. 24 members have changed their emails and have not changed them on the constant contact list.


WEBSITE: Chair. Ira Rosenberg:  Nothing additional to add.

BUDGET/AUDIT: Chair, Shirley Marie Raven: This report was given along with the Treasurers report.

SCHOLARSHIP / AWARDS: June Brock:  Awards are ready for banquet night.

The committee received two applications (one for Level III and one for Level I).  The Committee of 4 was split so would like to award each $500. The committed recommended that both applicants receive scholarships, since the funds are available.  Ira Rosenberg moved to have two full recipients this year. Dea Williams seconded.  Motion passed w/1 abstention.

HISTORIAN: Chair, Phyllis Wilson:  Maddy Gaoiran is scanning the scrapbooks to put on the website. Shirley Marie moved that OrSEA purchase a computerized photo frame for the historic records at a max of  $200 Dea Williams seconded. Motion passed.

ANNUAL CONVENTIONS:

2009-Margaret Atchison/Michael Addington – Bend 5/19-21/2009 Riverhouse. Michael needed clarification about committee chairs getting the Lunch paid by ORSEA.  All Officers and committee Chairs have their lunch paid

Speakers from Oregon and IRS, Gary Bluestein, Esq. From Chicago, Sandra Peterson, CPA and possibly Sherill Gregory and David Hatt. A Round Table or Panel discussion including all these speakers is being planned as an additional offering

New this year – Committee let registrants that were not attending the banquet to deduct the cost of it. More people have signed up this year than ever before. Dea Williams gave her banquet dinner to Kirkwood Donavan since she is not able to attend. 

Michael had decided to email registrations. In March Michael did go ahead and mail registrations.   He also advertised on the NAEA website. There are three out of state attendees this year. His Committee decided to give more hours and have a bonus education the night before the convention officially started on Tuesday. A progressive dinner is planned for Tuesday night at various restaurants in Bend

2010 – Ira Rosenberg/Helen Pilgrim – Portland 5/25-27/2010: Jantzen Beach Oxford Suites May 25 - 28, 2010 Monday night and Tuesday – Thursday. Planned are 19 to 24 hrs CPE. They may choose to have evening CPE. They are lining up speakers and looking for suggestions. Maddy Gaoiran suggested LG Brooks from Texas on audit representation and statues of limitation. 

The northeast WA EA’s would like to get together with the La Grande Oregon area EA’s.

Ira will contact the WA EA’s to get something happening with both groups.

2011 – Barbara Craven – Salem 5/24-26/2011: Phoenix Grand Convention Ctr. Room Rates are locked in at $139 including a Continental Breakfast. Rooms will be available at that rate thru the weekend. There will be free parking and easy access. Two meeting rooms are planned at $1500 and meals are semi planned and is costing $5000. There will be a separate room for the Banquet set up for 50 people. The theme is “Back to the Future”. They are planning lots of fun activities.

2012 – Maddy Gaoiran /Sue Church– No dates yet. They are looking at Bandon Dunes Complex. The Mill Casino is their second choice.

EDUCATION: Chair, Susie Gregory: Received email from Sandra Petersen, and David Hatt, speakers. They are excited about coming to Oregon. Susie did not set up the speakers this year, Michael and Margaret did. Susie wants to thank them for their excellent job.

MEDIA / PUBLIC RELATIONS: Kirkwood Donavin. A Power Point presentation is available to present to high schools. 

ETHICS VIOLATIONS AND CIRCULAR 230: Bill Chambers: Written report attached. Retainer from start to finish. Courts are unfavorable to abandon client midstream even if client cannot pay.

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS:

IRS – Michael Davidson – Brian Wozniak is being limited on providing speakers. He will be doing three full day town hall meetings/seminars at The Holiday Inn at Wilsonville at a cost of  $100 each. There will also be the IRS Practitioner Forum at Embassy Suites Hotel Portland at a cost of  $125. Brochure attached.  Brian also sends out emails with info and dates. A “Season Pass” is available to attend all four costing $350 with pre-registration.

DOR – Laurel Crenshaw: 

TAX BOARD-  A WA preparer licensed as an Oregon LTP comes under Oregon Law.  Board has openings and looking for applicants. On website next meeting is in July

BY LAWS: Caty Giovinco:  She never heard back from NAEA so assuming that what was sent to them is okay. Sue Bladorn talked with Tori at NAEA and will follow up with her. At the May 22, 2007 general meeting the membership adopted the addition of the Central East Director. Ira updated the public copy on the website during the meeting.

MEMBERSHIP: Phyllis Wilson: Written report attached – 7 pages, 19 new members .

Mentor Program – IS needing a task force

$5 CPE Voucher Program – Credits for chapter and state participation. Limited to $20 per member. Expiration date of 5/31 each year. Vouchers need to be included with the registration to be honored. No refunds will be issued for late submittal of vouchers.

Phyllis Moved to approve the voucher program as presented except for the removal of the sentence “following are suggestions” June Brock seconded. Motion passed.

In July 2008 the board voted to take the IRS Forum funds from the Lou Scafidi fund and establish a separate education fund. In the May 2008 meeting the board voted to add the raffle funds to the Lou Scafidi fund. Ira Rosenberg moved that the chapter funding be taken from the general fund for this year. Dea Williams seconded.   Discussion:  clarify the funds rules at the July meeting. Motion passed, with one abstention.

Updated Membership List was passed out.

Maddy Gaoiran suggested that we have a booth at the IRS forums. Susie suggested having a booth at the IRS Town Hall meetings.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Chair, Peter Mar:  Absence excused – sent in his report.

POLICIES & PROCEDURS: Sue Church – She feels that this area needs updates. The principle address needs to be updated, as the by-laws require a principle address 

All the procedures need to be in one place.

STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE: Chair, Peter Mar: No time was left for the strategic planning as planned. A suggestion was made to have a second day in July for Planning.

NEW AND PENDING ISSUES: No time left.


GOOD OF THE ORDER: No time left.

FUTURE MEETING DATES:


July 22, 2009 – Wednesday @ Springfield Gateway Mall Meeting Place.

Meeting adjourned 4:15 pm.

Submitted by, 





As corrected by,

Laurel Crenshaw




Susan Bladorn

Outgoing OrSEA Secretary



OrSEA President
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