OREGON SOCIETY OF ENROLLED AGENTS

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

MAY 20, 2008

President Susan Bladorn called meeting to order.

Minutes:  Secretary, Denise Bean, read the minutes.  Margaret Atchison moved to accept the minutes. Shirley Marie seconded.  The motion was voted on and passed.

Treasurers Report:  Shirley Marie shared the financial standing of the organization.  Copies of the financial statements were made available to members upon request.  

Presidents Report:  Susan Bladorn acknowledged the past presidents.  She requested volunteers to attend the national NAEA meetings on behalf of our affiliate.  

Report on the General Accounting Office Meeting:  Laurel, Dea and Helen attended the meeting held to learn about our licensure process in Oregon.  Laurel shared she felt the meeting was productive.  They listened well and took lots of notes.  They are mostly looking at general statistics and will take a report back to Washington D.C.  

Director’s Reports:  North Director:  Ira shared that they meet every month in Portland except May due to conflicts with the conference using presenters or round table format.  Dea shared about capital chapter that meets in the Salem area.  They are meeting monthly from May through December.  The first hour is networking and then education through a presentation or round table.

Central East Director:  Margaret shared that they had stopped meeting during tax season but will start again soon.  

South Director:  Phyllis shared the South Chapter meets twice a year for a four-hour seminar.  There will be a general meeting here during lunch tomorrow.  Sue introduced herself as the new South Co-Director.

At Large:  Laurel shared that she connects with and answers questions to people in areas of Oregon that are not close to a chapter.

Communications/Website Report:  Ira shared that our website is www.orsea.org.  He shared there is a bulletin board for chapters to post information.  He will be reorganizing the site this summer.  Laurel shared that there are e-mail addresses through constant contact that are bouncing back.  She will be researching these.  

Budget Audit Report:  Shirley Marie shared that June finished the audit and the books were sent to Mary Lunceford to complete the 990.

Historian:  Phyllis shared that we have pictures and history of OrSEA here so please look at it.

Awards:  June shared that the committee has selected several recipients of awards and will be shared at the banquet.  Dale Marino is the recipient of the $ 500 scholarship to NTPI.

Convention Report:  46 people registered, education is excellent, and hospitality room is 211 and will be open after class.

Future Conventions:

2009:  Bend, OR – Marge shared that we are scheduled for the convention center “The Riverhouse” in Bend that is fairly new.  The dates are 5/19-5/21.  Room rates are from $ 91-139.  

2010:  Ira shared we are at the Oxford Suites at Jantzen Beach in Portland.  May 25-27.  Room rates are $119.

2011:  Barbara reported on the Salem conference, May 24-26 at the convention center in Salem at the Phoenix Grande Hotel. Estimated room rate is double kings for $ 139 and up.  Theme is “Back In Time”.

Education:  Susie asked that people share ideas on future topics.  

Media/Public Relations:  Kirk shared he is putting together a database of newspaper contacts for press releases.

Government Relations:  Michael Davidson shared that a meeting he attended it was shared that IRS is being instructed in this area to go directly to the taxpayers home even if there is a POA on file.  The office of appeals is down sizing.  Lorry recommended that we call the taxpayer advocate and share that the taxpayer bill of rights is being violated.

Michael Addington shared he was asked to represent Oregon at a meeting the IRS had on National Registration.  Circular 230 changed to require non-licensed preparers to sign the tax returns.  Maryland just passed a law to regulate tax preparers.  

Laurel shared DOR sponsors 2 hours of education once a month on Friday.

Barbara shared that there has been personnel changes on the tax board.  They are currently understaffed.

Bylaws:  Caty shared the bylaws have been revised to reflect the changes voted on last year at the general meeting.  She has copies available.  They are also posted on the website

Strategic Planning:  Peter shared some of the changes that have happened because of past strategic planning.  He asked for people to consider being on the committee.

Membership:  Phyllis reported we have 50 new members, 198 current members and 22 non-renewals. She shared the mentor program will be in place to contact the new members.

Nominating Committee:

Peter presented the slate of nominees.  All nominees were presented.    Michael Addington made a motion to accept the slate of nominees, Virginia Bowles seconded, and the motion was voted on and passed. The following officers and directors were elected:

President, Susan Bladorn; Vice President, June Brock; Secretary, Laurel Crenshaw; Treasurer, Shirley-Marie Raven; North Director, Dea Williams; Central Director-West, Denise Bean; South Director, Phyllis Wilson. As of July 01, 2008 Director At Large, Kirkwood Donavin was appointed to finish Laurel Crenshaw’s term through May/2009. 

Susie moves to adjourn, Virginia seconds.  All voted and the motion passed.

Respectfully Submitted,

Denise Bean

Secretary

Submitted as corrected by,

Susan Bladorn

President

