OREGON SOCIETY OF ENROLLED AGENTS

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

May 19, 2008

President Susan Bladorn called meeting to order at 1:10.  June Brock shared the mission statement.

Present were:  Susan Bladorn, Caty Giovinco, Shirley Marie Raven, Madillyn Gaoiran, Ira Rosenburg, Denise Bean, Laurel Crenshaw, Sue Church, Kirk Donavin, Margaret Atchison, Phyllis Wilson, Susie Gregory, Dea Williams, Barbara Cravin, Peter Mar, June Brock, Helen Pilgrim here by proxy represented by Ira Rosenburg
Minutes:

Shirley Marie moved to accept the minutes as corrected.  Sue seconded.  The motion was voted on and passed.

Treasurers Report:

Shirley Marie passed out the financials.  See handout #1.   There was a discussion about moving the IRS forum funds received out of the Lou Scafidi fund and earmark it for the convention.  Phyllis moved to move the money received from the forum funds out of the Scafidi fund and into a separate education fund.  June seconded.  This motion was voted on and passed.  Future discussions will look at how to specifically use the money.  June with the awards committee will bring a proposal next meeting. Phyllis completed the audit on the financials and sent the audit to Mary.  Susan will contact Mary and inquire on the 990.  Phyllis moved to accept the financials as presented by Shirley Marie. Phyllis seconded.  The motion was voted on and passed.   

Presidents Report:

Susan had broadcast her president’s report earlier this month.  Susan shared about using the NAEA research tool.  

Report on the General Accounting Office Meeting:


Laurel, Dea and Helen attended the meeting held to learn about our licensure process in Oregon.  Dea felt the meeting was productive.  Laurel shared that they listened well and took lots of notes.  They are mostly looking at general statistics and will take a report back to Washington D.C.  They seem to want to see if it would bring more tax compliance.  They will be looking at the accuracy of returns in Oregon and California.  

Directors Report:

North:  Ira reported that the area meetings/education are going well.  See handout #2 for his report.  They decided to continue monthly even through tax season and have a discussion with whoever shows up.  They will have a seven-hour conference in September in Portland.

Central:  East - Marge shared they will reconvene now that tax season is over. 

South:  South chapter plans to have a meeting at one of the lunches during the convention and their annual Fall 4 hour seminar. Details will be announced as plans are made.

At Large:  Laurel shared that Capital Chapter brought a report.  Dea handed out her report, handout #3.  They are working on transferring the chapter funds to a new bank.  They are meeting every second Tuesday of the month.  Interest is building in the meetings.  They are looking at hosting two fall seminars.  Shirley Marie talked about having a training session for chapters, which can be conducted by the At Large Director.

Committee Reports:

Communications:  Laurel shared she has about 280 in her constant contact list.  Around 50 are being bounced back.  She will be attaching pictures to some of the broadcasts.  The e-mails that are bounced back will be checked against the current NAEA information or contacted for their correct e-mail addresses.  Ira asked if the restricted area of our website needs to stay restricted.  The consensus is that everything could be open access. 

Awards:  June shared that the committee met through e-mail and has made decisions on the various awards.  One $500 scholarship will be presented.  Raffle prizes and silent auction items have been purchased for the convention.

Historian:  Phyllis shared its done and ready for display at the convention.

Membership:  Phyllis talked about sharing new membership lists with the directors who could delegate to chapters mentoring the new members.  Phyllis will be bringing a written policy for this program.  Phyllis gave a list of 2006-07 and 2007-08 of new members, handout #5.  

Convention Report:

2008:  The Conference has arrived.

2009:  Bend, OR – Marge shared that we are scheduled for the convention center “The Riverhouse” in Bend that is fairly new.  The dates are 5/19-5/21 with the board meeting on the 18th.  Room rates are from $ 91-139.  Reservation phone number is 1-800-547-3928.  We discussed sending a “Mark the date” postcard.  

2010:  Ira shared we are at the Oxford Suites at Jantzen Beach.  May 25-27.  Room rates are $119.

2011:  Barbara reported on the Salem conference, May 23-26 at the convention center in Salem at the Phoenix Grande Hotel. Estimated room rate is double kings for $ 139 and up.  Theme is “Back In Time”.

There will be a discussion at the next board meeting about conference costs and budgets to help make decisions of future conferences.

Education:  

Susie shared about our speakers this year.  Lorry Sorgman will start with Representation.  Judi will speak on Trusts.  We’ve had Bill before.  He is bringing back “Building Your Tax Knowledge”.  

Media/Public Relations:

Kirk continues to research newspaper contacts for press releases.

Government Relations:

DOR next meeting is May 30th from 9-11 AM.  Laurel gave report from the last meeting attended.  Most of the controversy is around how fees are made available to clients.  

Bylaws:

Caty passed out a new copy of the bylaws, which included the changes, passed at the general meeting last year.  She has checked to make sure there are no conflicts with NAEA.  She will send a copy to Sam at NAEA.  She will add the date of revision to the document.

Nominating Committee:

Peter brought the current and nominated slate.  The new nominees will be voted on at the general meeting May 20th.  See handout #6.  

Strategic Planning:

Peter has agreed to retain the chair of this committee.  Kirk, Dea and Caty Giovinco are willing to be a part of the committee.

New Business

Shirley Marie would like to reimburse Chapter Presidents for attending the board meeting.  Others shared that it should also include members requested by the board to attend for a specific purpose.  She will bring back a written proposal with the budget for this.

Next board meeting will be July 22nd.

June moves to adjourn,  Shirley Marie seconds.  All voted and the motion passed.

Respectfully Submitted,

Denise Bean

Secretary

Submitted as corrected by;

Susan Bladorn

President

