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Ever needed help buying or selling a tax practice, choosing the right tax software or learning how to promote your practice? These tips and many others are available on the National Association of Enrolled Agents (NAEA) Website. Perhaps you would like to check out additional small business funding or need some tax reference material, the NAEA Website can also provide that information for you.

The NAEA Home page is divided into six categories: 1) About NAEA, 2) Advocacy, 3) Education 4) Publications, 5) Resources, and 6) State Affiliates. Of course “About NAEA” is the area devoted to the organization.. Such headings as NAEA Governance and Joining NAEA are covered here. Also the Homepage has a link called “Contact Us” and a “Site Map” link.  In order to use the site you will first have to set up an account with NAEA. The login and password will normally be your NAEA membership number and zip code. It is important to register because not all of the resources of the site are available to you if you don’t.

One of my favorite spots is the Press Room, which is located as a link on the Homepage and also as a category under “About NAEA.” It has some of the best editorial content on taxes I've seen, and this material is also available to the general public. On the day I perused the site, current offerings included "The thirteen most overlooked Tax Deductions" (some of which I'd never heard of), and "Taxes Done? Keep up the Momentum" (advice on making sure you are not over withholding through 2007). I also liked “The Tax Return Checklist.” And finally there is a very interesting article entitled “Regulating Tax Preparers: an Ounce of Prevention is Worth a Pound of Cure.” In this article the NAEA submits comments to Senate Finance Committee where it advocates” the legislation would consolidate all persons preparing returns (attorneys, CPAs, EA’s and other paid prepares) under the current regulations Circular 230.

On the left of the Homepage is a quick link called “Find an Enrolled Agent.” Clicking that link brings you to a search page that allows you to search by Name, Location or Profession. A number of specialized professions are listed including, corporations, domestic partnerships, farming and representation. Or you can click on location and search by city, state or zip to locate an EA who is also an NAEA member in your area.

Meanwhile, if you're one of the many Tax Preparers interested in critical analysis of the tax system itself, don’t overlook the Resource Category when you visit the website.  The first link in Resources is “State and Federal Tax Link.’ In addition to the IRS site and the 51 State sites, you will find a number of valuable sites such as the “Thomas Legislative Bill Tracking Service.” The site is free and you can search the Library of Congress for any tax legislation (or any legislation for that matter), in the current or previous Congresses. This includes a search by Senator or Congressmen. 

Something new is coming late this year and that is the NAEA’s Tax Research Service. This service will provide members with a search able knowledge base with the ability to submit questions. Responses received from the service will include citations and they will be written in clear unambiguous language that will make it easy to share with your clients. This service will be located in the Member Resources link along with the Member Community Web Board, an interactive discussion area where you can access your peers for advice. First time users will need to have a profile set up for them.

So go ahead and hop on the NAEA Website for either some quick information or in depth analysis. Either way you will be money ahead at tax time.

